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BIOOBAPHICAL SKETCH

Man,. L„u,H<. De l„ r«,„.. „.„, ,^^„

J..

mumU, England, on January la,. 1839. kZ herfather L„ui, r«,„^, ^ ,^^„j^ French T in

e la Ramp.., „„,i r,.,aine.i .hia throughout her lifeer pen na,. .., Onida, waa adopted from a h Id h.n.spronunc.atio„ of her given name Loufae
Ou.da made her firat appearance ir print' in 1859and continued to write almoat to the last The

aTrra; SS ll
'" "'\'^" '^''"* «''-'• «-« -^egreat deal of money by her pen. but ahe was vervextravagant Her later yeara were apent in 'xtSpoverty, relieved, however, by a pension odml

d.ed at V,aregg,a, Italy, on January 25th, 1908 "Ananonymous lady admirer erected over her ^ave ^monument representing the recumbent ^^0?Ouida with a dog at her feet."
In all her writings Ouida exhibits aa intenae hatredof mjusfce It was this feeling that resulted in herpassionate love of animals, an affection which grew

H8 4 Dog of Flanders ad TAe Nurnb.rg Stove exh.b.t her at her best, and will in all probabj^tv , ve'

l^V^oTte^
"*"''•*"' -' -*™--- ™--





A DOG OF FLANDERS

««'re left all alone in the

Nkux) and l'Htrati<-li«'

«orl(l.

Tliey w,.,.,. tnen<lH in a »>i..n,lNlu,, ,|„H„r „,«„"rotherhood. Nello wh« » li«»i » ,

tr«.o,.e wa. a,.i,Ki:-;«^ *Zv'::';s' :;;;"•

;.-Hu.e.an.owe;;;;;;:^:;r;rr:'S"r
had een the .H.gi„„i„g „, ,he tie l.tw ,^ the

'>> da> and had grown with their growth firm », ,

VI lage -a Heinish vdlage a league from Antwero-t am,dat flat breadths of pasture and eorn-landawThlong hnes of poplars and of alders hending n t,

!

thrTr* *';'' *""^ "' '"^ «"^«t canal whieh ran

te«H
*

;. '! '"' """"^ " '"""••' "*• houses and hometeads. ..th shutters of bright green or sky-blue amiroofs rose-red or blaek and white, and /alls wh^washed until they shone in the snn like snow ,n h,"

!!!!!!! "' '""^ -">«- «>°od a wlndm iH. placed on :

in Belgium.
'^ * ""* "'"g'lnm la now included

5



6 A DOG OF FLANDEBS

attend any oXr 'el
1"' ^''"' "'"'^'"''- '' *°

; Ta'„l"V*'
eonieal steeple. J'L'Z^ZZZ

soemsn •
'"'°»' '" *•>« I^ow Countries =iseems to gaan as an integral part of its melody

from ttir'S;'
'''T "''"'""'""^ «'-^ a'-st

the village, with the cathedral nil If a/ ''^' °'

in» in the north-east, beyond Z lit T^ ""

who remembered the wars fh.t T^ ! '

""^

=Srrhr--'--"-^^^^^^^

WaJeriorrieCm"'r' ^S?','" 1 Napoleon was f^ij;;;::;

""ii^nd and Be^gfun, .L^Z %:Z Sea!""
'"" '^«'"- "'



d DOG OF fLANDKRS

When old Jehan Daas had reached h« full eighty

,
ui ne looK up the additional burden imeomplainingly. and it soon became welcome andpreciouH to him. Little Nello- which Ta but a1

1

diminutive for Nicolas- throve w th ZllZ
It was a very humble little mud-hut indeed but

Tr)!
'^

i
garden-ground that yielded beans anjherbs and pumpkins. They were very poor terriWvpoor, -many a day they had nothing at all o eatThey never by any chance had enough- to h«™ Taenough to eat would have been to have ;eachrnar,d«e at once. But the old man was very genie am,"

cent truthful, tender-natured creature- and thpvwere happy on a crust and a few leaves of cabblJand aAed no more of earth or Heaven; saveTndeedthat Patrasehe should be alwav« w;*i. it
without P.t-oo^i. u

always with them, since

For P^ T '"'"'" ^""'"^ tl'^y have beenfFor Patrasehe was their alpha and omega = their

T:i:^\rT ':'"'' ^^-^ °^ ^»"^ ^^^^01 weath; their bread-winner and minister- th«i..

from r'r "'"'"^^'- P't-sche Z?o'r gtlfrom them, they must have laid themselves downTud

e«,t' W?e. "" """" '" «*'«*""- "bout 2.5 „.ile, ,„„th-

|erf.t^axTsrph2^ ""Tr :.'
"? «-;' «"" "•"' -«»

last".
""pnaoet. The meaning is "first and
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^ DOG OF VLANDEK8

^ery life, their very hou, Z ^T'"^!'
""* '""'^

«nd a cripple, and nT«„ w k
"^ ^'"" ^"^ °'d

trasche was tkeir dog
" ''"* ' ''*''<'' ««d ?«-

^ and 'X^Srt^,.^^r^::i! ;"<^e. iarge of head
'e«s bowed and feet w denedTn h

'*'^' ^''"'*' ""'^

nent wrought in his bled w '"""''"''""
''«^«'''P-

hard service. Patraschr ^ ^""^ generations of
toiled hard and ZZyi^Z"-"' " '"''' "'"^'"^ had
many a century,-Ze/J T *" *"^ '" ^"""Jers
pie, beasts of the shaft! / ?"'' '^"'^ "* ^^e peo-
that lived straning th / """ '""•''^^' '''Matures

the various cities anrffh
«harp-set stones of

roads of the two Flande«' anZ^ ^"""f
'^'«««' ^eary

been born to no other herita^ thf *?
°*' ^' "ad

of toil. He had been fed on
**""" "' P«° ""d

Wows. Before hi w^ fX ^* "'* baptized with
the bitter ga„ oT tt

"^

^T"'"' ''^'^ ^^own
Before he hfd ent red V Tu-

""** *"« collar,

had become the pr^pe^' of a If"*" '"'»'*h he
«as accustomed fo ZnLi '"'''^^'"•^-dealer, who
^'"th, from the Wue"^rr;

*he ""' ""^h and
sea to the green .nountains.

PUL^. *^ «"«'«"^ The p,.vi„.e. „, «,,, ,„, ^^^^

HonZ^lTi-jt
.^"'Se'^itr."^'

""* "^ -"-" - now in



^ DOG OF FLAXDEJiS

They^sold hi.„ for a a.„a.. price, because he was so

wineshop or LffonSS ""' '^^P^'"* "* ^^"^

ver^Ti^rr:t:r°' -••appi.y-he was

victims. One dav «ft.. t
rour-footed

one of thp afra{»k« j ^
»"'"« on as usual along

to the <s:TZj''r^::^s[:s'' ''-' '-''

very warm HJe ^ midsummer, and

Many of his celebrated painting, ar: in t'hat cit;"""-



10 i DOG OF FLAKDESS

"» h's pharmacy, -kieksYT,
""^ *••« ""'y medicine

cudgel of oalc, which had h !
"""^ '"'"^« ^^^ «

and drink, the oni;tag andT. T '"' ""'^ ^'^'^

»"» But Patrasche TasT Z""^'
'''' ""^''^^ to

torture or of any cuU ^f"^
'^e reach of any

appearance^ down in he wi^^r''^ ''"'"^ *" «"
"jer dust. After a wh fe I'f P'?^'^^'- "' the ,„„.
h-a ribs with punishment a!d 7 '* "'"'''^ *° ««««»
t'o-, the Brabantois -! dee'ti K^ "'*" """«'''«

'Komg so nearly that hi.
*^ ''** «"»« in him, or

7'ess indeed1 one ruS"^ "" "''''"'' "««'-
gloves -cursed him L/J -'^^ '* "^ ^^e skin for
the leathern band of twJarl "Tf '

^'^'^'^ "«
heavily aside into the graL «'T '

''''"^^'^ ^is body
tenng in savage wrath pTshSlhr*""? "''^ '»"*-
the road up hill, and left thp^

""^ ^"'^y «ion«
a«t« to sting'and for ttfc^s^piS^

''''' '" *"'



A DOG OP nASUBkH
jj

He wa« i„ fierc-e wrath, Ix-c-auso I'atrasehe had beena strong and mueh-enduring animal, and because he

aU the way to Louvam. But to stay to look afterPatrasche never entered his thoughts: the beast wL

o5 sLTt ofTt
'y "•' *"""'^ wandering alone ouof sight of Its master. Patrasche had cost him no-thing or next to nothing, and for two long, cruelyean, he had made him toil ceaselessly in his «>^Sfrom sunnse to sunset, through summer and wintlrm fair weather and foul. .

'

to draw his last breath alone in the ditch, and haveh 8 bloodshot eyes plucked out as tbey m ght be bythe birds, whilst he himself went on his way to beg

Tng IT' tr '"'^ *" ^''^ ^ dance'and osing, in the mirth at Louvain. A dying dog, a dogof the cart,-why should he waste hours^veritf
agonies at peril of losing a handful of copper coinfat peril of a shout of laughter?

'

Patrasche lay there, flung in the grass-green ditch

in fl' T ''"" *'"* *'*^' ""•J hundredfof peopleon foot and on mules, in wagons or in carts wenby tramping quickly and joyously on to LouvainSome saw him, most did not even look: all passed

T'
A dead dog more or less, -it was nothingTBrr"bant

:

It would be nothing anywhere in the'wLd

came a little 2 """T *'' '^""'^''y-akers, there

^ery jeeblc. He was m no guise for fe««tinp. he
1 OhaiBtte. Small cart.

' -
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^ DOG OF FLANDESS

?^ ^n«8 and weed, of the di'^ ** ^""^ '» 'he

a little rosy,
fair-haired Zt * ""^ "'"h him

y«a« old, who pattered i

'"^^'^ "^'^^ <" a C
;- for himw ,vi7;r^ ""'*-• *^-*P'^% «erio„s„e« upon the ^or

^"'^'^ '^"h «

J''"«
H was that these two « T"*' "•"«* ««»«*•

N^"; and the bi, PaJ^^^^^
«"* -t.-the litth

^ne upshot of that J
-•*" much labonrureStT *'"* "^'^ '^^'"^ ^aas
;ard to his own little hm^th" '"' ""''«'- "--
"ff amidst tht fields and\T '""' " "^ne 's-throw
"""h «8re that the iekn

*:' '""^'^ ^ira with «!~e. brought on ;r; ""^J^"
"«'' '-en a rt,„

Sh?'"'"^ '^'^i T d-f^/hi-t and e^haus"
health and strength returned and p f"^" ''^''^' ""^
"P agaan upon his four stout tai^^*T*^ «*«««e«d

,

Now for many weeks he., u
''

''^'•

J«««.
«ore, near to dlth h ? ^^ "^'«««. Power-

''eard no rough w.Jtad f
/" ^'''^ «»« ^e Td

""'y the pitying murmu" „?"'"' '"''^^ '"""h, C
««<i the soothing eaCs7f he ^L

*"« fold'sU
In h,s sickness they two h«^

°"*''
' '"^d.

this lonely old man and .1,-^?''° '" '^"'e for him
had a corner of the huf^'h T '"^^^ "^''W- He'
"'« hed; and they h«H , "* '''«P °f dry grass fl



A DOG OF FLANDBSS ,„

al,no«t wept together for joy at m.h a sign of hin «„rereiitoration; and little Nello. in delighted .,«i.

aTdl'V:-'^'^
-ek with ehJ:X ISritea"?and hssed h.m with fresh and ruddy lips.

^'

So then, when Patrasche arose him«.lf .„ •

strong, big, gaunt, powerful, hrgrea "wtt,ulT:;had a gentle astonishment in therthatXre\^^"no cu^ t„ ,„„^ hi^ ,„^ ^^
t ere w«^

and h,s heart awakened to a mighty lovT wh "h

trail faf^'l''"*''"^ " •'°«' ^«» ^••''tef-'l- Pa-twache lay pondenng long with grave, tender, musingbrown eyes, watching the movements of his Wends

forr r ' "'t
"'"'*"•' •'^'"'" »'"«'' 'O-'d do nothingfor his hving but limp about a little with a small cartw.th which he carried daily the milk-can of th^'happ.er neighbors who owned cattle awi iLoZtown of Antwerp. The villagers gave him the emPloyment a little out of charity,i more tasetsmted them well to send their milk into he Z^b;

«. honest a carrier, and bide at home themselves tJook after their gardens, their cows, their poultlv ortheir httle fields. But it was bec;ming har^wo^k

was a good league off, or more

n„r H
'"''\' """''^'^ *'*' '"'"'-«'"'« ""^e and go thatone day when he had got well and was lyil^n th:sun^with the wreath of marguerites JndTs ^J^J

hJ^' "^f
,'"?'''''°8' Patrasche, before the old manha^uehed the cart, arose and walked to ft anJ

1 Mu^aritos. Daisies.
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PlamI |,ii„«ejf b,.f^i_j ..
,

,

fb'Jity to work in ZuZ) ^^ '"" '^«">« -"d hi

J-'
he had e«t«." j" ",™J^' """. ""^-d of ehanV"W m«„ ^^ ^^^ .hS'L?""?

'*«"'«^ Jong, for the

he'"" ^'^ '" '-•-' '^ wh e Nf* '* - ^•"" "•'•««

it th :;' ^'''•'^'"'eIS nofS"^
""^^ '°''»<«^

'"» they did not harnew hlT ^ ^^'n^'d: flnd-

";"»•» he had auccorS nf "'!. °' *»"« "-Maturef-t Patraache eould ™„ i„"!
''"^'«"'d hia eart ao

•^o^ '« the ditch that fair d« f/ "''" *" *he dyil
^«T old, and he grew fll"?''

"' ^"^«'''' for heZ-"d ill have kn'": rr/'*!;
-h year, andT

t-ana over the .^owb and ^ f""
""'^ '°«d ^f ^i-t

-"J
« it had norie, orT' !'*' '^^^ ™*« - he"

f^^ry of the animal he ladtV^-T" "'''• *he ^^
••a^ehe, it aeemed heaven to

^^''"'^'^- As tor Pa.
ful burdena that hia oM '"• ^^^r the triirht

f-i" under at tS;; , ^,7; \«!^ -"Peiied hfrnt
seemed

nothi„,f to him I! '^'"P «* ""^ery aten Tt
-'th thia,ittie'i*ht

green
17""'"""* *° 4 ou

paid h.m with a tender !
•""" '^ho alwavs

-o^d. Besides, his wort Z'''
""' ^''"^ « kiS?

« the day, and after tZtZ.T '^ '""''^ - ^urhe would,^ to stretch his t' T ''•^'' *" «« ««
'° '^-'^- - the fields, to rf'jLt? '" *"" "-"•omp with the young child
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Patrasclie was very
or to play with his tVllow-dogs.

• happy.

killed ,n a drunken hrawl at the Kermense of Mech-n-'and so sought not after him nor disturM himin his new and well-lovcd home
A few years later, old Jehan Daas, who had alwaysbeen a enpple, became so paralyzed with rheumaS

that It was .mpossible for him to go out with the eartany more. Then little Nello, being now grownlh.s suth year of age, and knowing the town Sf1 „having accompanied his grandfather so many t mesook h,s place beside the cart, and sold the milkTnd

"atk to their respective owners with a pretty waee

"IhriTtrT;'"'
'•'"'"^'' «" -»«' ^-^^^ 'imihe little Ardennow was a beautiful child, withdark grave tender eyes, and a lovely bloom uponh« face, and fair locks that clustered to his throatand many an artist sketched the group as it went byftim -the green cart with the brass flagons of TenlersHnd Mieris^and Van Tal.^and the |reat taJn"colored, massive dog, with his belled harness Thatchimed cheerily as he went, and the small flguTe thai

•'-.vid Tenier^, iCLI:^^\,'^,U^^]^ (l^S2.m9), and

Mieril"
"'*'• ^ ''''™'"'' I'"'"'" •••"•temporary witl, the
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' '""• "*• A/..f.V/M*.,

Wful,, togetherS Je '«„ „' ""? * ^'" -«"> -o
""mmer oa,„e and he ^ i^tf

'""'"*"^' '^'""' the
;»/"• out. but could Ti^TT'''' ""d 10 need
and see them go forth th^" . .?

^"''^''y '" the ,u»
then doze and droa,„ „^7J

*'"' ^'^den wicket, and
awake again «•. th ? P"^ « ''ttle anrl \t
their return. And on the r 11 "" ""'^ '^"t'h for
"hake hiu.sejf free of hil

'"" ^atraache would-d Neiio would m^uirwir:"/'"- " ""^ 0^Sday; and they would aH 1 fn'tn
..''^ '^"'"^ «^ the

ah»7*^
hread «„d milk or ruo^"*','""

*" *''«' -»""'
«hadowg lengthen over the T'^l

""'' "'""d aee the
twrhght veil tl... fair elfhedrr'

'"'"'"• ""d aee the

:S«"--^=^ir:-
^^;a\*Xnr;^i/,"„t:re:;rr'^ -- ^^ev
h'rgh of B„be„« i, ,-, per, Jl^'f

''' ""'' «">«nd the
'-rn «n.i "ol^^a,' pasture and

'^y*""!* '"^^'-V of all.
other on the eharacterle^a pU.-i"""*'"' «"'''''*d each
t'on, and save l.y gome^ "" Wearying

repeti
P«a' of pathetic 41,70^ «

* "'"'' "'''''' ^it^ i

1"

«- «e'd. made pSXri: "^^ ^"""'"^ «* ^a -oodma„>s
fag'ot, theT^^ f--'« bundle o^



.1 IKtfl Of- A7,.(„7»f;«S
,Y

•MountHiiw or arnidHt »l„. fon-HtH Mn opprtwl an hv
impri«on...ent with tlu- t..<li.i„. hiuI th.- ..n.ll..HHm.», of
hat VH«t and dreary l.-vH. H„t it i« gn-..,. and very

r.'rtile, and it ha* wide horizon* tl:at have « ..ertaii.
••harm of ti.eir own even in their lulnena and mono-
tony, and amongst the rushes hx the waterside the
flowers grow, and the trees rise tall and fresh where
the harges gl.de with their great hulks hiaek against
the sun. and their little green barrels and vari-eolored
flaw gay against the leaves. Anvwav. there is
greenery and hreadth of spa.-e enough to Ik- as good
as beauty to a child and „ dog; and these two asked
no better, when their work was done, than to Me
buried m the lush grasses on the side of the eanal
and wateh the eumbrous vessels drifting by and'
bringing the erisp H„lt smell of the sea amongst the
blossoming scents oi the country summer.

True, in the winter it was harder, and thev had
to rise in the darkness and the bitter eold, and they
had seldom as much as they could have eaten any
day, and the hut was scarce better than a shed when
.he nights were cold, although it looked so pretty inwarm weather, buried in a great kindly-elamlK^ring
vine, that never bore fruit, indeed, but which .-ov

months of blossom and harvest. In winter the windsfound many holes in the walls of the poor little hutand the vine was black and leatless, and the bare'
r-nds looked very bleak and drear without, and some-
imes within the floor was flooded and then frozen
In winter it was hard, and the snow numbed the
•ttle white limbs of Nello, and the icicles cut the
brave, untiring feet of Patrasche.
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'">«en field, ,„ „„. 12^^^"'^^ "W«th«r over the
-»d then

«...ti,ne, •:,;." '""' "» ""' "«">*«
housewife would br n^ h

''"'"* "' ^"twerp, ^1
«»"« billet, of ,„„ ^^^^

f r'
;;|-der would throw

7<'w«rd, or aorae woman n.h'" ""'^ " '» *e»t

J;d
them keep «,„, X;^ -/ - o«^ village would

for their own food nn^Vu ^ ""'^ they earrin,!
-'">e land,, tS,h"1 •""

.'""^ """''^ «•"» ov" h'j

""PPr. and bur,t 4u. '^it^/'-'''!-.
"ri^ht aid

> on the Whole, it was w , 7 '"'" ''"'' "<»»«•

-J;
Patraaehe, me'etL;':;' ;f i'"""'

^^'^ '^««.-
P"b >e street, the many dL .'"'^'""''^ o' in the
b'-eak into nightfall. Tl ^T "'.'"' '""*«' ^om day
«nd loosened from tfe IS^ '"."' '"''^'' -"d cur^a
«nd freeze a, beat they S,:"" « «<-•'' to ata^^'
heart waa very gratefuTto ht V::'^''*'"'"""'*

'" ""

Though he wa, often veryl„! '''"'*' """^ hold
•''"^'' at n^ght; though! haTf

'"'^^'^ '^•'•«« he layof aummer noon, and the r«
*°'''' '" '"e heat^

daw.a; though hi, fee wetoZ7 f""* "^ -'»"-
f om theahan, edge, of the ig!"*^"

" "''" """"d"be had to perform taakaL",u'"'^''"'''*'- though
««fa'nat hi, nature. "« t '"" "''"^^^h and
f^'t: he did hi, duty w th T *^'"'"^^"' ""d ^n^at he loved amiledl::'

/t.'^"^'
-'^ the ey"

'or Patraache. " """ 't was sufficient

" '^"^ 'bis. Antwerp,

i .
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«» all tht. world known, i« f„|i at ..v.,ry turn of ol.l
p.l.-« of Htonc. <lark h„,I nnHent and majestic, .tand-m m cr™,kod ,.ourt«. jammed «K«i„Nt gateway, andtavorna n«n(r by the water's odgo, with bcll« ringing

her arched doon. a Kwell of nnwie pealing. Therethey remain, the gran.l old Kan^fmrie. of the paatahut .n amidat the aqualor, the hurry, the erowda'S

and all day long the clouda drift and the bird, circle

oTLnll V"^ '""""•' *'""• ""d beneath theoarth at their feet there HieepR- Rhbr^s
And the greatness of the mighty Master still rests

Sets ht"7' 7' ?"""'^ ^^ '""' '» '^ "—streets hi glory lies therein, so that all mean things

through the winding ways, and by the e.lge of theatagnant water, and through the noisome c arts hisapirit abides with us, and the heroic bc.ucy If h svisions IS about us. and the stones that once fel hfoo^teps and bore his shadow seem to arise and speakof h.m with living voices. For the city which is thetomb of Rubens still lives to us through'him, an'l
It is so quiet there by that great white sepulchre-so quiet, save only when the organ peals and theeh ir cries aloud the Salve Regina^ I the Kyt^Eleuon^ Sure no artist ever had a greater grave^^tone^hanjha^ marble sanctua^^ives tfhi:.
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"1 the heart of his hiVn, i

Jacque«.> "" ''''*'•?'"<'« i^ the ohaneel of St

to look upon save the Tr 7 """ ^""'^ «ver care
.^'-ve. With RuCr;:"", ''^ "--ess on2
" "< a ««cTed name, a saeld « , ''t

^""'''^ "' '»«

vt''„t
"•-«•--Sr Sit

No«-, the trouble of Patr«. i

f-«t. -d piles of stone ";;:
""^ *•!'«• ^''to these

^hoy majesty ai^ve the
' col T''''

*'"''• "'«'«"-
Nello would many and nL'Z^'^ ""'^'' »''« child
pear through their dar^ aroh T"

'''""' ""^ ^isap-
--efce, left without upon tl e n

""''''''•
'^"'l^t Pa-

'ly and vainly ponder nr^ >

Pave.nent,
„.ould wear

-hieh thus alL^ed f ,: ,rr
"-W 1. the e^m

oved eo„,panion. One"' '°«''P«'-abIe and be

f- hunself, elatteri„; .7;;:;-
^'^ did essay to ..e

Je^nd him; but thfreon td'T ''" """^-'-^
«;k aga.n su,„„,arily bv a tall

" "'"'^^^
^^'''t

'^'othes and silver ehains Tf « ""*'"^'«" '" Waek

» ' •*'• JacoMl T ^ __!l "' desisted,

»ee John XIX, ir.jg

"-i:
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and reumined eouel.od patien.Iv Mov, the el.urches

the a:rof h""
"' ''^ ""^--PPeared. It was not

tr«8..he: he knew that people went to ehur.-h: all thevdlage went to the s,„all. tu.nble-down, gray p e

I7litt.e N^f I""""-
^'""^ ^-"'^'d •"- wa

lame out, always very flushed or very pale- andwhenever he returned ho.ne after such Shitio"would s,t s,lent and drea„,ing, not earing to pla^but gaz,ng out at the evening skies heyond the lineof he eanal, very subdued and ahnost sad
What was it? wondered Patrasehe. Ho thought

.t eould not be good or natural for the little lad t be
f;«;\-d in his dumb fashion he tried all heeould to keep Nello by hi.n in the sunny fields r inthe busy market plaee. But to the ehurehes Nello«ou]d go: most often , f all would he go to the greateathedra,; and Patrasehe, left without'on the sfonby he ,ron fragments of Quentin Matsys's gate'vou d streteh himself and yawn and sigb and^v™

and the ch Id perforee eame forth again, and win.iinghs arms about the dog's neek would kiss him on bitb oad, tawny-eolored forehead, and n.urmur ah

trasehe!—If I .-onld only see them'"
What were they? pondered Patrasehe. looking upwith large, sympathetic eyes.

'

One day, when the eustodian was out of the way

smith. ThP KioalT iL " ™"'*'' '"' "^^ » M».-k'
the cathedral ^'^nL^'^^^^ ::Z "" "'" "-" "^"
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m

'

,
«nd the doors left ai«r i,

out into the air, his fl' 1? f"'^ **« ''''« ^^ntly
'ooked up at the veiled nlal

"' "'"^ *«•"•"' "^^ he
'"-mured to his colpaS ^ 'I.

'""'' *''^'"' ""''

^ them, Patrasehe, justTeLn/ '' *" *''"""•' ""^ *«
"°t pay.' He .eve;reaurth«TT '" '"^' «"'' «»-
«ee them when he p^S J.

^' P""-" «'"'"'" ""t
-aid have had us seHhem ,;';'"' ' ""^ --' »«
I am sure. And they kZ th ""u

'^"^ '^"^'•- »hat
Shrouded in the dark T . " '^'"'"^'^ there,

-

they never feel the hght and r"'"'
thingsr-«„d

-less rich people comf 'nd pj"^ '"t""
*''"^'-'

them I would be content to dP-
"°"" ""'^ «««

r"^«^^rforL^::.:tr-r^^'----'<'
ehurch asks for the privZe 'f M ^^ ^'^"^ ^''^^ the
of the Elevation ofthecl f'"^ °" *he glories

''- .^-.* = was a thing as Xrl^V'^
''"^«'^' /--

°f euher of them as it would h u""^
'^' P'"^^"

h«^hts of the cathedralspi'^l^'^- ^ -«'« the

{--rr-H^^s^rg::
li^J^utmost^^

^ ""' "'o reproducfld in

''u^
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Elkvation of the Ci

( KitheiiK)
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Of the child was set in sore and endless longing uponbeholding the greatness of the two veiled RuSis

'

HtirrrdtS
""'

f *1' ""'^ ^''*^""»'« thrilled andHt.rred with an absorbing passion for Art. Goingon liis ways through the old city in the early dysbefore the sun or the people had risen, Nello wholooked only a little peasant-boy, with k grea; Z
Nello, cold and hungry, with stockingless feet inwooden shoes, and the winter winds bloSn" amon^h.s curls and lifting his poor thin garments ^3rapture of meditation, wherein alf tha te'Z washe beautiful fair face of the Mary of the TsLZtion with the waves of her golde^ hair l^ing ^Z"her shoulders, and the light of an eternal sfn shininedown upon her brow. Nello, reared in po'rty and

heetd b
^ '"^T "'"' ""*""«''* - 'A and un

Sh^xVer^ -'--'- - ^'^ --
No one knew it. He ns Uttu „.

knew it n„u ^ \\. "* ""y- No one

diwn: and felt mnnv »„.!
rising ot the

wnnkled, y.llo; Li:^
'"''"' "^"^ "'"•" '"« "-

"I should go to i„v grave quite content if I thought,
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Nello, that when thou growest a m-r, .

humility was the fairest ftV' 'P"* '" *''"'*«"t«J

The same leaven was worlrin™ ;„ u- .,

more recent hpaot ;„ *k ' " "" '""fs

is too near us for ns ^Xh* !
^«t™<^'us,= vvh^se genius

""^ "* i<»^ "s aright to measure its divinitv

was

tHrJ^Tan4'S;^«^:•^„f»,-;^i" .e„«th, wMeh flow,

Paris'"^'"'- ^ ^"^ «^ *>a„ce, about 150 ...iles «„„th-east of

logK-al sul),j(...t«. Hi, ,, i,' ,'*"f°r, '"«*'>ri<'al and „ yfh„.

Icath at the i.auu „, t,, ,,,,„, je'Lje'f .fj^^
««'' "H-t hi«
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Descent from the Cross.

(Bubens)
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little poorer or a little less poor than himself. The
cathedral spire, where It rose beyond the field* in the
ruddy evening skiei or in the dim, gray, mirty morn-
ing", said other things to him than this. But these
he told only to Patrasche, whispering, childlike, his
fancies in the dog's ear when they went together at
their work through the fogs of the daybreak, or lay
together at their rest amongst the rustling rushes by
the water's side.

For such dreams are not easily shaped into speech
to awake the slow sympathies of human auditors; and
they would only have sorely perplexed and troubled
the poor old man bedridden in his comer, who, for
his part, whenever he had trodden the streete of Ant-
werp, had thought the daub of blue and red that they
called a Madonna,' on the walls of the wineshop
•where he drank his sou's worth of' black beer, quite
as good as any of the famous altar-pieces for which
the stranger folk travelled far and wide into Flanders
from every land on which the good sun shone.
There was only one other beside Patrasche to

whom Nello could talk at all of his daring fantasies.
This other was little Jilois, who lived at the old red
mill on the grassy mound, and whose father, the
miller, was me best-to-do husbandman in all the vil-
lage. Little Alois was only a pretty baby with soft
round, rosy features, made lovely by those sweet,
dark eyes that the Spanish rule has left in so many
a Flemish face, in testimony of the Alvan dominion,^

1 Hadomu. The Virgin M«ry

*^ \'^''..'° ^O"^""- The Duke of Alva wa, Governor ofhe Netherlands during a portion of the time that the °ountry was .ubject to the rule of Spain. The tyranny of theSpaniards Anally roused the people to throw^off the yokeand to establish the Dutch Republic
^
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^ DOO O, W^;y^,,,

Tor;"" •^'""^ -' "ir tV"
"''^' ^^^

fp^e dregg had never « J,„r
^ "'*«'•; her l,|ue
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«lal> of pine wood the boy Nello drew tkeir likenem

with a itick of charcoal.

The miller itood and looked at the portrait with

tear* in hia eyes, it wa« m itrangt'ly like, and he
loved hia only child closely and well. Then he

roughly chid *he little girl for idling there whiUt her

mother needed her within, and sent her indoors cry-

ing and afraid; then, turning, he snatched the wood
from Nello 's hands. "Dost do much of such folly

f"

he asked, but there was a tremble in his voice.

Nello colored and hung his head. "I draw every-

thing 1 see," he murmured.
The miller was silent; then he stretched his hand

out with a franc in it. "It is folly, as I say, and
evil waste of time; nevertheless, it is like Alois, and
will please the house-mother. Take this silver bit

for it and leave it for me."
The color died out of the face of the young Arden-

nois
: he lifted his head and put his hands behind his

back. "Keep your money and the portrait both. Baas
Cogez," he said simply. "You have been often good
to me." Then he called Patrasehe to him, and walked
away across the fields.

"I could have seen them with that franc," he mur-
mured to Patrasehe, "but I could not sell her picture,— not even for them."
Baas Cogez went into his mill-house sore troubled

in his mind. "That lad must not be so much with
Alois," he said to his wife that night. "Trouble
may come of it hereafter: he is fifteen now, and she
is twelve; and the boy is comely of face and form."

"And he . a good lad and a loyal," said the house-
wife, feasting her eyes on the piece of pine wood
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"Yea 1 A
"'"•ry >n wax.

"fining hi.';X?j^^ '"•«." -id the^m,,

--ot be better th.nXr'' ""
'""'' '"" --

'«d i« "aught M"t!«' fr ""J :"« »«We. ..The
fancies, wo«e than a C^ ^ "'*" '"-^ P-n.er',
«« not together in th^^f,f;, * " '•'"•"' ""»» 'hey

Heart." '^"'^ "' *''e nun* of the Sacred

•.;/?: d?;- ":;r ;: rf.?' --i
---'' ^-n-

altogether to Wparate th. v^!
"""''' '"•'"" ^^reeK

playmate, .or diJtrmtt''/""" '" ^"-"'o
of cruelty to a young ZZh^" ''"*"* **»"* «treme
«cept poverty. But thereI '"" "^"'^ "' "oth^U
«'«e Aloia wa, kept way 7Z T'r'" « -«>-'
"O": and Nello, be^ng?!^" .'

•"''^"
'""»P'«-

sensitive, wa« quickl/ wounded 1 ""^ '"""^^ "^^
»« own steps and thie of Sr' .

""^^ *" «•••
"-d to do with eve^ul!; of?'

"" "^ ""^ ^^
red mill upon the ZpT wLf^^'""'''' »» t*"^ old
d.d not know: he suppld^l';". "*'"'"' '^''^ "«
angered Baas Cogez by tekii th

"" '"™* ""'°««'-

"> the meadow; and when h ^t'j""^'''''*
<•* Alois

«'ould run to hi^ and« T .^
^'"' ^"^"'^ »>"«

!:!!!lit her very «adt aSlTi!^"*,'"
"J'

''« would
T tender concern I
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for her before hiinaelf, "Niiy, Alow, do not anger
your father. He thinln that I make you idle, dear,
and he ii not pleawd that you ahould be with me.
He ii a good man and love* you well: we will not
anger him, Aloii."

But it wa« with a aad heart that he aaid it, and the
earth did not look no bright to him aa it had UKed to
do when he went out at aunrise under the poplara
down the straight roada with Patraaehe. The old red
mill had been a landmark to l.'m, and he had been
used to pause by it, going and eoming, for a cheery
greeting with its people as her little flaxen head roae
above the low mill-wicket, and her little rosy hands
had held out a bone or a crust to Patraaehe. Now the
dog looked wistfully at a closed door, and the boy
went on without pausing, with a pang at hia heart,
and the child sat within with tears dropping slowly
on the knitting to which she was set on her little

stool by the stove; and Baas Cogez, working among
his sacks and his mill-gear, would harden his will and
say to himself, "It is best so. The lad is all but a
beggar, and full of idle, dreaming fooleries. Who
knows what mischief might not come of it in the fu-
ture I" So he was wise in his generation, and would
not have the door unbarred, except upon rare and
formal occasions, which seemed to have neither
warmth nor mirth in them to the two children, who
had been accustomed so long to a daily gleeful, care-
less, happy interchange of greeting, sp^ch, and pas-
time, with no other watcher of their sports or auditor
of their fancies than Patrasehe, sagely shaking the

- brazen balls of his collar and responding with all a
dog's swift sympathies to their every change of mood.
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If \

I .III

'««« a eertai. vague swet? "**""' ''"' ""^-th-

^^-e P^or do choose /oIT
;"'''" "'« "eart, "Y.t

«o that men eannot say them IT" ?' *" ^ »'•««*.

«» -'till ir. his innooenc:^. and „f/ '^"'^ ^^^ *''°»»ht
A ois, finding him by Jha^ee «!

'' ^"^^ *•"- ^'«'e
««'ds by the canal ran to h"' '""'"'^* ^^e corn-
and sobbed piteous y becauseTh" "''"^ '''" «'«««
h- saint's day, and forthrfillV""'"" "°"''' >>«

her parents had failed to bidS 'T.
'° "" ""'' ««

and romp in the great hL *" ^''^ 1'*"^ supper
-« aiways ceiebS, Nel hlV"':?

"^^ ^-*^imured to her in firm faith " i?
.
'^u^

''^^ '^^ "U'-
'^«^. Alois. One day thlt little h .1"^

''*"'«'"* <">«

>;«•"• father has of mine sha, t * "' ^'^^ ^""^ that
^Jver; and he wi„ not shut the d

""''' ''' ""'^ht in
Only love me always, dear m^Z ''"''''' ""^ *»-•
alwa^s,^and I will be great.''"

"' °"'^ '»^« ^e

-'^ed,ti;i^,^t
;:::„rH'''

*'^ ^'•«*^^- ^^id

Ve L-r""'"^^ -«es" heTs^r-
-"^^ '"-''''

^e«os eyes .eft her face and wL1,ed to the di.
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taiice, where in the -J «nd gold of the Flemish night
the cathedral s).,!e rose. T:,3re was a smile on his
face so sweet »<! yet so s id that little Alois was
awed by it. "I vil) he creat still," he said under his
breath, — "great still, or die, Alois."
"You do not love me," said the little spoilt child,

pushing him away; but the boy shook his head and
smiled, and went on his way through the tall yellow
corn, seeing as in a vision some day in a fair future
when he should come into that old "fa.r.Miar land and
ask Alois of her people, and be not refused or denied
but received in honor, whilst the village folk should
tlirong to look upon him and say in one another's
ears, "Dost see him? He is a king among men, for
he IS a great artist and the world speaks his name;
and yet he was only our poor little Nello, »vho was a
beggar, as one may say, and only got his bread by
the help of his dog." And he thought how he would
fold his grandsire in furs and purples, and portray
him as the old man is portrayed in the Family in
the chapel of St. Jacques; and of how he would hang
the throat of Patrasohe with a collar of gold, and
place him on his right hand, and say to the pwple,
"This was once my only friend;" and of how he
would build himself a great white marble palace and
make to himself luxuriant gardens of pleasure on the
slope looking outward to where the cathedral spire
rose, and not dwell in it himself, but summon to it
as to a home, all men young and poor and friendless'
but of the will to do mighty things; and of how hJ
would say to them always, if they sought to bless his"
name, • Nay, do not thank me, -thank Ruteis.
Without him, what should I have been?" And
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«bo«t him as he went2t h
P' ^''' "^ "^'^'^

7" on this sad Zl LI"!/;^'•fPP^.-happ;
when he and PatraseheTeS h ? " '*'"*'« -^'y.'
the little dark hut and Cl^TJ'' *''*°"«'^«' to

'" the milLhouse all the ehTn "i""^
^'"'^' '-hilst

«°d laughed, and ate the h'" "^ ^''^ ^'""^^ «««
and the almond ^ZZ^iVTi """^ "' °y-
" the great barn to thHfght f/^^''

"'''^ """"^'^
•"UMc of flute and fiddle

*•" ^'^ ""d the

.
"Never mind, Patrasehe " ., .--d the dog's neekTs L btth"';

""'' "^^ --
the hdt, where the sounds of fh

""* '" "'« '^'«"- "^
came down to them on the nlh •

""'*'' "* *''« '"i"
It^hal, all be eh'anged b'^^ '''"""""' '"-<^-
He believed in the future- pL uPerience and of more ^"12^ f'' °* '»«'•'' «--

'o^ofthemill-supperirth P y- *''°"?ht that the
-ted by d,.ams of m "k ^'^dT'"'

"" ^''^
''"'-P-

hereafter. And Patraseh.
""'^ '° «ome vague

Pa^dbyBaasCogez " ^"^^^'^ whenever he '

-7ptM :;-;-^^^^^^^
it notr. said the old«ed upon hi« ^, r.X"""^' ^"^'^ '"^ -

f "''^'-nTLXtdtr"; ''^ -^'"^^ ^"at
keeping such sure account

" ""'"' '°«*ead of
And why not there!"' h;

-——- -^^ear before, Nello."
J Saints' dav »,



A DOG Of FLANDERS
gy

''Thou art too sick to leave-, " murmured the lad.bendmg h.s handsome young head over the bed
Tut! tut! Mother Nulette would have oome and

«at wuh me as she does scores of times. What is
tl.e cause, Nello?" the old man persisted. "Thousurely hast not had ill words with the little one?"

Nay, grandfather, -never," said the boy
quickly, wUh a hot color in his bent face. "SimpJ

year He has taken some whim against me."
«ut thou hast done nothing wrong'"

"That I know-nothing. I took the portrait ofAlois on a piece of pine: that is all."
''Ah!" The old man was silent: the truth xncr

nested Itself to him with the boy's inno eriwef"He was tied to a bed of dried leaves in the Lrerof

he w ys ofV"* '"',r
"°* ^''""^ forgotten whme ways ot the world were like

He drew Nello's fair head fondly to Lis breast witha tenderer .gesture. "Thou art very poor, my chiTd"

-M T
^^'^ ^* '' ^^"^ hard for thee "

Nay, I am rich," murmured Nello- and in hi=innocence he thought so-rich with he imperilbtpower, that are mightier than the might of SSAnd he went and stood by the door of the hut in tS

zTzurT' r T''-' ^"^ starstoi;tand the tall poplars bend and shiver in the windAH the casements of the mill-house were li^hL ^every now and then the notes of tZ fl, *
'

"""*

W'"- The tears foil down hil oh^kl fort ""'k'"
« el.i.d yet he smiled, for he ^^[IZ^; ^^l ,fftuure!" He stayed there until all was uitM
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and dark, then he an,l p ,

<"ept together long aS d^! ""; T* "»"•" -''
J^ow he had «

'""'/**Ply. «de by side.

--ere wal a'ttl^S u^ to t^'^h
""'--'" ''''-•

entered but himaelf.-rdrea" I 'C'^'''
"° «»«

dant clear light from the nol
"^

"i?*'

^"* ^'^^ "^un.
oned himself rudely an eaTeft "I

'^ """^ ^^h-
here on a great gray s^aoTL .?"*'' '"""'«'• •«"'
^-n ahape to one o^ t" .nuJr k'.'

^''^^ "« ""^
Posaesaed hi« .brain. No ZTT '' ^'""^'«« '^"ieh
«"ything,. colors he had no 1^ '^" *''"^''* ''i™p without bread many ; time tT

*° '"^^ "« ""''
few rude vehicles that he LdT.

^"^'''' ''^*^" *he
» Wack or white that he c^d f v

"""^ '* "«« ""'^
«««'• This great figure whlhh^^r '''' *''*"»« he
ehalk was only an oW ulntit *"

I™"" "«"*' '»
".n'y that. He had sTen oi m? ' '""•" *««'-
-«>"« so at evening maV a tf"'^'J'"'

""*"^™-
had a soul to tell hL of outlil

^' """^ ''«-«'•

-atomy or of shadow, anV; t h, IT'"'''''''
»'

weary, worn-out age all tl ^
^"^ ^^"^ «" the

*J«
™^.ed, earewSLt h;" ' r^* ^''"«"-- "^^

S'-'en them so that the oldT f ." ""'f^''"'. and
!'";«. there, meditatttnd "f '^'^ '^'« "^ P-m
*«h the darkness of he 11 ^i-""

'^' ^''^^<
•"n- *"" ''^•""'ndwg night behind

It was rudp nf
faults, no doubtfaX":;-; w" "*^' '''«' ^""^ -ny
™« m Art, and velytourf! T''

'''"•' '^ N"*-"-^
heautiful. "^ mournful, and in a manner

^;^^^^^j;^\C^;^^- "ou. „«,,,„^
'-e, and he knew that Neth't; f """ ''"^

-'
hope-

- vain and
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''"nJred franes a ylrS > " ^"'^ "^ '"">

Antwerp would be ope^ to eve' acUf fr""""'
'"

or pea«am, under eighteen I ,f'"'' '^^''^"

:- it with Home unatrwoTkJTf ""•'"P* *"

W-ree of the foreu.ost artiJ° , t^

"""^ »'• P«°''"-

were to be the judges an ol .
"^ ^"'"'"''

to his .nerits.
"'"'•^ *''« ^''^'tor according

-ui.i build hT:\^"trrt:f''v*-*-''-p''-t.
«•"' th,. „,vsterieH of the ar wH^hT' ;""''P<'nden,.e

-;'^. and .et paJrerad^''^' '"'''''' '^""

Only to Patrasche he "old !,^ '? ""^ '"«* ^o hi,„.

-"s^irrLr;nt^---wHuben«
»"eh exquisite fidelity aJ "''"'"^ *"«'" ^^th

l-'k-art, and took it' ."f "/IT '" ""'««'•-''
>nto the town, and th^.e eft ft

" •" '''*"•'««''«'

doors of a pubiie building
^ "'''""'^'^' «' '^e
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ell? h« thought, with the heart.8ickne« of a greatMty. Now that he had left it there, it X^
ha he, a l.ttle lad with bare feet, who ba^Iy kTewbu. letters could do anything at which great paintersreal artists, could ever deign to look. Yet he 2heart as he wont by the cathedral, the lord y form of

a^"d triZ f "" '"'" *••« '»« --^ the darkZ
Zt w th tWr\ ,:'«°'^°- "^'o- him, whilst th

uilrr;T^^''*^--™--'o'^'tr
Nello ran home through the cold night, comfortedHe had done h,s best: the rest must be as God w" I ed

tbJhS'*; "^* '~t. unquestioning Swh.ch had been taught him in the little gray chanelamongst the willows and the poplar-trees
'

^

The winter was very sharp already. That niirhtafter they had reached the hut, snow fell IX,'for very many days after that, ^ that the pa's /ndhe divisions in the fields were all obliterated and Sthe smaller streams were frozen over, and he coWwas intense upon the plains. Then, indL t bl

ridtraudtr ^y""'-^ ^-^ ^^r.£ii.£ ,t

o tn 'b^ h
" '"r ""^ ^*"' ""'^ »•'« •-'- -S
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All he would ever permit or accept was the help of
a thrust from behind to the truck as it lumbered along
through the ice-ruts. Patrasche had lived in harnessand he was proud of it. He suffered a great deal
sometimes from frost, and the terrible roads, and the
rheumatic pains of his limbs, but he only drew his
breath hard and bent his stout neck, and trod onward
with steady patience.

''Rest thee at home, Patrasche,- it is time thou
didst rest -and I can quite well push in the cart
by myself," urged Nello many a morning; but Pa-

,

rasche, who understood him aright, would no more
have consented to stay at home than a veteran soldier
to shirk when the charge was sounding, and everyday he would rise and place himself in his shafts, andplod along over the snow through the fields that hisfour round feet had left their print upon so manymany years.

''

"One must never rest till one dies," thought Pa-
trasche; and sometimes it seemed to him that thattime of rest for him was not very far off. His si^ht

t?ri^ff":>.*'"'"
't

^"^ ^•^«"' -•' * ^"^ ^^^^o rise after the night's sleep, though he would never

IJ" rrr* i°
^' """"^ ^'«'" ««•<=« the bell of the

.itd'^gut '" '^'" '""^ ^""^ *^^ '^^''-- o^-

,

''My poor Patrasche, we shall soon lie quiet to-ge her, you and I," said old Jeh.n Daas, stretclilg
out to stroke the head of Patrasche with the old withered hand which had always shared with him its one

and the old dog ached together with one thought:When they were gone who would care for their dar-



42 ./ IMHI Ulf FLANbKRS

One afteraooii, m tl.ey ca.ne back from Antwernover he «„ow. whu-h had beeo.ne hard andS
88 marble over all the Flemish plains thev founddropped in the road a pretty litt'le pupp t^ tl
hth'rd'r,':"

"""^^ ""'^ '^°"'' '^'-t «'x i-r.

lJt« th '^ '
^''"**'" Pe^^nages when Fortunee them drop, quite unspoiled and unhurt by itsfall. It was a pretty toy. Nello tried to find its^r, a., ^in. thought that it was Justt^li:

ne knew the httle window of her room. It eould beno harm, he thought, if he gave her his little pieo treasuro-trove, they had been playfellows so fong

tke Ih!«. 'r
'* ""** '''PP'"^ «°"'y "t the lat-tice. there was a httle light within. The childopened it and looked out, half frightened •

Nello put the tambourine-player into her handsHere IS a doll I found in the snow, Alois. Take.t,^^he whispered, -"take it, and God bless thee!

tim^tolLntT"
*'''"°."'' ^''•'-'•°°' "^fo^^ «'»»« had

^f«t night there was a fire at the mill. Outbuild

StdTe 7" ri'^-^^-ved, although^t mmUself and the dwelling-house were unharmed. AUhe viUage was out in terror, and engines came tearmg hrough the snow from Antwerp. The millerwas insured, and would lose nothing: neverth^ ethe was in furious wrath, and declared'aloud t^a le'fire was due to no accident, but to some fo„! inLt
Nello, awakened from his sleep, ran to help ^
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the rest: Baa. Coge. tl.rnst him angrily aaide

more Sth .7'' "" "'^' '^"'' *"''* '*•"" ''""t "'""^more of the Pre tl.m any one."
Nello heard i.im in ailenee, stupefied, not supposingthat any one could say sueh things exeept In jel

jest at such a time.

Nevertheless, the miller said the brutal thing

lowed and though no serious charge was ever oreerred against the lad. it got bruited'about t a Ne ,0had been seen in the udll-yard after dark on someunspoken errand, and that he bore Baas "ogragrudge for forbidding his intercourse with 1 tieAlojs; and so the hamlet, which followed the say ngo >ts nchest landowner servilely, and whose famZ
all hoped to secure the riches of Alois in some futur"time for th«r soi.., took the hint to give grave "oZand eold words to old Jehan Daas's grandLl No

zzi T"^ *" "^ °p^»'^' ""*'» t'rviiiag:agreed together to humor the miller's prejudice Zat the cottages and farms where Nello and Pa rksSecalled eve^ morning for the milk for Antwe^ downeast glances and brief phrases replaced to im 2"
broad smdes and cheerful greetings to wh^chtheyhad been always used. No one really credited themiller's absurd suspicions, nor the outrageous acusations born of them hut th^ ,

"^'*"'°"* accu-

«r.^ .; .
' * *°^ people were all ver%-
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1^ ,,
> wiokednem. however 8ore hi* heart might

innern.Jt J; ^tw weH th""'^'""^''
*'"'"«' '"

^''

committing. " *''" "•J"*""'' that he wa,

him rtr:':eSi"r„r ;"^ ^-^-^^ '^^ «^«-
"omplain, he X" ^v 'w^ayTmr ^'*'"'"^'' *"

quite alorie with „M p ! I ''"'" '^hen he was

"" it shourd't? ^Tiriiii b""'"'
"^ *'-°"'^^*'

hapg."
^""^ """ he sorry then, per-

dw!l:";1^5 ::;,;;;;;«-*- and Who had

childhood had been ealfd
'

nd
" 1"^^ '" •""

"ides, it was a hard IriT^u 'PP'^^^ed on all

little world turn a^lilri
*° ^"^ *"« "^hole of that

hard in that bSarr^idV""*'*' .^*P«"«"-^

ter.time„when the oXI^S '/""""*•''*"•''« ^i"-

he found abode bLS?^theW.I !"'"*'' ^'''''-^ """''^

kindly ^«>tings tSb^^^'''%n"t?' "' " ^"^

all drew nearer to eaeh „f^ I
^^ "'""ter-time

Nello and Patrasehe !*. J
"" *° ""' "'"'•'Pt to

have anythiSto i an? :'*"" """^ """^ -«"ldymiujf 10 do, and who were Ipft « *



them with mnttu\ 1,11 "• ""*" '"«'' "P ««- a pan, riX ^E'^ /J
™«! *'"' -'•'•>

let Patrasche draw his -IhT ^ '""'"^•'' '""'

theles, they did Tt f .^ "*"'"' "'"P*-^" ^^-v"-

Cogez."
' ^

'*' '•" ^""-^ ''«"•<•'' to please Baas

Noel > was close at hand

oxen and .nen^prn^XXrITS " ^"^
the I tte villflffp «,.= i

'"""^p- At this season

the pooresi dSr; theT '"' '""' ^"'•""•^"'- ^'

Joking and d netg^'*';;:/ «nd cakes,

The merry FlemTsh hT/ ^'^*'' "''^ ^^'^^'^ J^™"-

horses; everywhere „fth T'"'*"'
''^^^'^here on the

' ^"'"^ywnere within doors some wpII fiii„^pot sang and smoked over the stZ «n7
'^"''

over the snow withnnt i u ' ^^ everywhere

hr«ht kerchTfslrsto^^^^^^^ '"'"-'^ -
the mass. Only in the 1 ttle h, 't

*?"" '" "'" ''"•""

and very cold.
"* " '^''«' ^'"i' dark

one''tght1n';hr'';T "'" ""^'^ -'»-• ^or

death ntld there'a'^d t
1°" ^"'^ ^^"«*'»- ^ay

Old .ehanCxLV:trL::rof"s ^"^^7

_____aa^ncapahlc of any movement except a feeble
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hoy and the old dog.
earth, -the young

"Surely, he will relent now and let th. „„ i a

.-.. .lis r-ir* tr "»"•



owner of the hut . km
""•* ''*'«"^' 8»"^-« »' the

wlcm. I

°" "•"'Wlliiir imfl. or

«d!t-!^'
"'*' "" '''" "•* "'"' «"d thev went ^dlv

both, a.<l .„ which every humble,
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lay idle and glitS^nn !f'

""^ '"" •"•«« harness

l-e '.in dorSe'tli'lTr '^'"^ '">« -"»
ne« a« he went, but whii" t th. i i°v

"''^ ''^'"^-'•*-

the shutters were^Su^r^ k""
'^"'^°«''' •^<«t of

J««e« were abo" . tLv^^1
'"* """' »' ^''^ vil.

do« and the boy paJf^^."7^" J'"^
'""^

paused and looked wistfuL w,in .
''"°'' ^*"''

had done many a kindlv t„l *" Sfrandfather

the people who dweU fhl? "
'"''''''^''''' --- *«>

last forenoon."
'"'''""'«

'^''d nothing since

The woman shut the door hastilv ™vague saying about wheat -n!^-'
?""""""« some

that season. The boy ^d ^h T '^'"^ ^^^^ '»«''

wearily: they asked no more
* ^''** "" «««'»

a« the'Sm^l^it'ten"''"' '""^ '^"'"""^ ^"t^^^P

^.•^"reUr tTC^N^rbut^^ IT "' *« -*
eept the wisp „f Ln S' ^e hat

""'"'"^ *^-

and h,s pair of wooden shoes
*^ ''"^'"**' '''«''

;a<i '"hrd^toTgSp"::T''
''' "- ^- *he

for any woe or want of IT "* ""* *° '"' '^'^^'"eted

""' '^'"- "^ *he dr«wing.pH.e was to be pro-
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— some of his aire ««„-> li
'*"'^ "* youths,

relatives or frLT Sh t''
"" '"''' P'""*** '»•

he went amon^ them h„T ""^""'^ '^'^h '««' <"
W«- ThegreafbelLo^'th. ^•^'^"*™*'*''' "'"^e *"
Of noon With ^^r^nlZ'Vt:^71 '''''''

hall were opened: the ea««.r

* ''^'* "* the inner
in; it was known tha tK,T*""^ *''"»'•? ™«hed
"i-d above the J^p^attdenTar """''^ "^

-hs";^rs^^^-^--m,his
he saw the drawing raised 1 h u"

''""°'' "^'^^d
»-' A slow, ^.noro"^"';^^;-; .-« -t his

that victory had been adjullrH "T"'*'
''""•^

iri:::;r- --^ ---: :?- wtrt

in.'^nrtnrjolt'l:r;"--''«-ix-
with every art he fapw* n

^''^"""'he was tiying
the distanceTth^oSTf L"^ "T ""* *°

«'^"'
shouting around211^1 ^ ""'

t^''^''^ --
«•« him with acclamationsrh" r'"''^^'

'^^ '^''^-

.

^he boy staggered rhl tt ^d T" ''" '""'^•

wto his embraet. "It ;. «n *".'' *''•««' the dog
he murmured, -.'all over!'"

"''""'
P-trasehe,"

He rallied himself as best h^ ,.
weak from fasting and r.t

^^^""W. for he was
i-^e. Patrasche "ia'd bt h 'J

'^^'"' *° *"•« -'"
drooping and his dd ilm^ t'h,"t

"'*'" »« head
sorrow^ "•* *^hle from hunger and
The snow was falling fagf. . w .K last, a keen hurricane blew
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'win tile north : it wmi Kit*
It took them lo4 JTr. f.:^ Z ^'.7 *"« J""-"-
the bella were ^^^^^0 17^ ^"*''' ""^
Proached the hamlet s!,T^ V^t,"''^'' "« they ap-

..

»»d drew out with hi tJlth !' '"'"''*"''*^' '"'"'"^

^fther. He held it' up S v ,?•" ""* "''"<"'»
Where they were there^to^ ft"' *''* "^-'kn^*.
'«mp burned dully under t^

*"" ^"^^"'y' ""d «
eally turned the4 to th ,11^ ^ *'* "^^ '"«hani-
of Baas Coge^, and^ithin itf^ "" '* '''" *»»« "«"»«
sand francs.

"'* '^«""«'t«> for two thou-

He'lri^';: rht at""^
» '^"^^^ ^- hi, atupor

drew him onward Tte'Z r^^^^^ ^•*««-he ^d
his face.

"^ ''"K ^""ked up wistfully in

^r's wife opened it w^Zt lu
^'^'^ ^he miU-

i«8 close to her skirts f.i?',T "'"« ^'o'" eling-
she said kindly thn,„gh her f«

'"' *^" ^' ^'^^"
«« the Baas see the^*" We Ir!

^' *"«" «»»«
n'ifht. He is out seeking fo' T '" **" *"""« to-
he has let fall ridingitlrd "^"T-

°' """"^ *»">*
"ever will find it; and G^dS '" ^''^ ^'''^ ^e
">•» "s. It is Heaven's own ^ud " """ 'f*' '»'«'> to
"'e have done to thee."

"'^'"'"* *<"• the thbgs

PaSeV:it£ rhTse^M?'/-'^ -'^ -"ed
money to-night,- he said atieklv 'T^' '°"'«' the
«>; I think he will noTdenv tt "^ ^*" ^•« Cog«^
in his old age. Keep ht fl

'''* '*«^*«' ""d f^
P"^ of you to be Zi tTwm"

'"""'"'^ '"'^ -d I
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- forth
:
they tried a] Z^ "" ^' -"«J '«* hi«

brought him sweet eaki ?! *"''"'* ''''°- ^hey
tempted him with the CtTh. Tl '"^''*«' ^^ey
'•"•e him to abide by the l!?.

''"''' '^"^ t"«d to
it waa of Z.0 avail Patr?T "' '^' ''««'•*''.• but
sorted oMo.irJ;„I--^-efu.ed to be eom.

'-ife', presence. "It is/!'?
"•" •"»'«"' i«to his

an ashen cheelc and 1Z^rt2""f "" "'*'• ''''''

have looked with lanfl ' '*^™ ^«ce. "We

H« nur come to.moi-ro, J I. ' *• "fcupered.
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^y'~I wiU n,ake amends " ^* •"""* *<> the
Ijittle Alois kiaa^A i,- .

watch by the door ^An7,
'"'*'* ""« d<« kept

*--'•«»' ahe cried i„ .^Jt^f*
^, -"^ fe2t S!

-<^ th« cuckoo ciri;::??:''' "^^ ^""^""-^
There were little paDna„t„ * ""'» "* ^oli;
toy" of varioua fa^hfol!"?"" **» '«' Aloia, and ~

*"« « the ehir rl""fr «« « the warmth „or
Jut without Nello he wouW 1'!T ""'' ^"^ -Hfort nor food. AgainaH /*"''* """^er of com
^^ clo^e agai^stThrdo^ ^iT^T ""^ ^^ P-t
»f

only for a means of^apV'""^'^ ""^"^"^ watch-'

thing at day-dLn-'X/'*"* *" ^''^ 'o'* the fi^J
that Nello had left the^ut 17 '"* ^"^^-he faej
d'vmed that Nello had !!'„! f

"," ""* ''"* P«tra«,hl
""«ery «,oae.

'f°"« to face starvationTd
The miU-kitchen was ver, warm•7 «'«"••«; great logs emck.
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'ed and flamed on the hearth .

^^

« *J«« of wine and-allte^,';
""^'f'"'""' "''"»« •" for

»n the morrow, bounded an/ " P^^^^'t^back
her yellow hair. ^iTcT *"'* '""' *°««d back
heart, «miled on her th^^'

'" '^' *"^««' of ht
»P°ke Of the wayl^J^J •""'"tened ey«,, .^J
'avonte eompanion; thrhol Tk"*"

'*'"«''d "«'
contented face at »L r»*-moth«- sat with ealm
;"« «">eL- chimed irr-'^'"'' *^« ™'k- s
traache was bidden w,U a .

° '. ""'^'^ '' «" P«-
to tarry there a eher shed i^!!""^'*''" "' ^«''"»ne- Pienty could allu^ l^i/«ther peace
When the supper smnt^ " ''* "»*•

voices were loudSlrrit?d°r ^"^ '^"^' «»d the
brought

choicest gS, tit ' l""^
**" Christ-child

"'--y* an occasion ;rdedo:f; f"'*"'^' '^"^^hing

»nlatched.byaearee«netr '"'''' *"« <J°«' wash« weak and tired Z^ZZul'
'""' "^ ""^'^"^ «

the snow in the bitter bllekt.r
'''" ^"^ "^er

"

one thought, -to follow Sn ""!'• ^^ had only
""«ht have paused for tle^l"!."^ *""""" '«end
r«™th the cosy «lumbi^ ri?''- *^^ •'"-'^
teenoBhip of Patrasche 4 "

"u
""^ "°* *he

t me, when an old man «nH
^^'"^"'hered a bygone

h»» «ck unto death i^ T " ""'' •"'"'^ ^^^E
«-w had fallen frX ^r* ''"*«''•

vvas now nearly ten th. f
"" *'"' "^ening long, it

;- almost obhteir f^oTk P^
'"^'''

'-^^^P
diaeover any scent. When L ,^ .^"*'"«-*« J'"'^ to
<« again quieWy, anitt ali

'' '"""'^ "' '* -"s
iost and «g«i„ rec;vered a h. /T^"*'^' «»d agai„

''he «ight was ve^lj "£/'"'" "' ""'-•
"<J- The lamps under the
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habitatiOM; there was no living thing abroad AH

:r"r^-"""«'''
•-•^ ^ -» theit^rai^

!

wastlTp . r""'"
'"^"••"^ ""^ '«««*«^- Therewas only Patrasche out in the cruel cold, -old andfamiahed and full „f p.i„, but with the stren^h a"d

Ircf " '^"' '"^^ ^ ™''*''^ »•'- - W»

was under the new snow, went straightly along theaccustomed tracks into Antwerp. Aas pTs^"™ dn ght whep Patrasche traced it over the bJundari^

strelt^ Tw n"*"
^"^ '^••row, tortuous, gloomystreets It was all quite dark in the town, save where

holite^""^' ™''"^ *''~"'^- the'cricl'"
house-shutters, or some group went homeward withlanterns chanting drinking-songs. The streete l2all white w,th,ce: the high wall, and roofs loomedblack agamst them. There was scarce a sound wvethe not of the winds down the passages as thertoTdthe creahng signs and shook theTTtam^Ji;'^'
So many passers-by had trodden through andthrough the snow, so many diverse paths haScn.^and recrossed each other, that the dog had IT^

B^he^kr" 7 '"" °" *'•« t-k'heloflowed

t„ th» ,! ^
.

' "''^' ^^""^^ the cold pierced himto the bone, and the jagged ice cut his fLTd th^hunger ,n his body gnawed like a rat's tLh H.kep on his way, a poor, gaunt, shivertg t^, and

X7STZ ri *"•' ^^''^ '^ loved intot
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"He i. gone to the things that he loved," thoughtPatnuiche: he could not understand, but he waall

iTrLT' "i^V"' *"'' '^-p--- »'^'«* " himwas 80 incomprehensible and yet so sacred.
The portals of the cathedral were unclosed after

Lrtt*T ^^ ''^'^'^^ -"-""-

drowsy to know whether they turned the keys arighT

the' tlm^VT 'r '""•""'^''- «^ that'acciittthe footfalls Patrasehe sought had passed throughinto the building, leaving the white mtto of Iwupon the dark stone floor. By that slender wTtIhmd, frozen as ,t fell, he was guided through the

pace t"r;'r-"!!
'""^ '"""^'"•*y «' *•>« -"'el

!nH r/^ .'^.'*''"*^''* *° '^' 1^^'^ of the chanceland, stretched there upon the stones, he found NeHoHe crept up and touched the face of the boy. ''D dsth^u dream that I should be faithle. and foZctJieer I— a dogf" said that mute caress

him'di' ''<L 1 '''TV'*' ' ''" •'^^ ""'' «'««Pedmm Close. Let us he down and die together " h«

aTre^;''^-^"---^»^-.Sd:;ar:

head "^nl^^'^'^V''''"
"'"^^ y«*' «"d '«id hishead upon the young boy's breast. The great tears

« cod in his brown, sad eyes: not for himSf ifo"himself he was happy. ' ""^

Waste that blew over the Flemish dykes from thenorthern seas were like waves of ice^ which fr^zeevery hving thing they touched. The interior ofX.mmense vault of stone in which they were was evenmore bitterly chil, than the «now.cove«d" a^wTh



56 ^ OOO or FLANDBBS

!,„ • J r ^ "*ve seen them at lii«t i"he cned aloud. "O God, it is enough -"

knS" stT,?"

'""'' '""^'- '•'•"' -<* "^ -"k upon hi,

min»^ k J •

'^' moments the light illu

Tb. .™ ., ,1. tej te, d^ ^.,„ ,1,, ^^ ^^
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Christmas moJnrbroL .„d th
'''

"'f
""'*" *^-

temple, they gaw thT i ^ "''"''"'' """"^ '" the

great vis,t« '/S^i^^' ^^^f-n "aek fro. the

--to.h.thet-r„^\ro/rcLi:r

:raL"i;^irrr;iff---^
and he ahould ha^'hin^^ ^ifJI I f."-^—

wh?hTdZ:tjiranT^"''"-' "
---

hand and of spirit "1°!' "**
T*""

"""' "'^'•'" »'

the Prize y^Z had^tr^
.te"'' 'r

""'^

people, — "a bov of r»,. ' "* *"'<* to the

^aa all his theme But h.r!
eventide,- that

future-init. I woufd fat «
?^'^'''*°^'« ^'''- the

With me and teaerl'l" "'" '""' ""^ ^'''^^ "-

hit^tireiTJwiii^'^'^^---^
"0 Nello, come! We have !. VT' ""^ "°"'''

Christ-chiid's hand^are ^n „r f.

'"' ^'^^ ''"^

piper will plav fort L^h f"''
'^^ '^' "'^

«tay by the hJarth a^A K
"'"'''" ""^^ **"»" «halt

• *'"^'' '°'' '"'™ ""ts with us all the Noel
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r^^P^r^'T^*^
•'""' ^ *''* *•"«« o* the King. 1

1

And P.tr«che will be «, h.ppy- o Nel.o; wakeTnd

But the young pale face, turned upward to thelight of the great Ruben, with a .mile uponT. mouthanwered them all, " It i. too late
" '

For the .weet, wnoroua bell, went ringing through

MOW and the populace trooped gay and glad throu«rhthe rtreet., but Nello and Patra.che no more3charity at their hand.. All they neededTw Intwerp gave unbidden.
"*"*'

Deathjhad been more pitiful to them than longerhfe would have been. It had taken the o^^ TZgty of love, and the other in the inno<:,i 'o^

de^t'hV"!?'
"""* ^^'^ '"''* *^'" t^K^ther, and it their

^ouid M "^ """' ""' ^''^^'^' *- -h;n they ^
aroundIt ;'>!''* ""^ "^'^ '"'^^-^ *- "'^Taround the dog to be .evered without violence andhe people of their little village, contrite and alamed

one, grave, laid them to rert there side by aide -for-

I 7«Mt of the Klnoa n.^. x. • ..

^
•

feast celebrated twSv^ay, .ftef*c£?S '''"?!'"' ««7. »
ate. the visit of ,e Maii or «,. ti^

"'. " 'ommemor-
Bast, to Bethleheiu to see thri„?.„f*\'"'

""' "^ "' the
frequently called "the three tiig"' '' ^'"' ^"^ »'«
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